
CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 

(Please share with relevant TBLT contacts) 

For the 6th International Conference on Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT 
2015, www.tblt.org) in Leuven (Belgium) to be held from 16-18 September 2015 we are 
planning to propose a colloquium on TBLT and Eye tracking (see abstract below). We 
are currently looking for scholars who would like to contribute to this colloquium. 

If you are using eye tracking methodology in a task-based environment and/or to 
measure task-based performance, please consider applying to this colloquium. 

The procedure is as follows: 

1.      Contributors write a 500 word abstract (excluding references) and send it 
to m.michel@lancaster.ac.uk by 1 November 2014. The abstract should contain 
sufficient methodological detail to allow the organisers to evaluate the proposal. 

2.      The colloquium organisers will review these abstracts and decide whether they fit 
into the colloquium or not. You will receive a notification by 15 November 2014 of 
whether we would like to include you in the colloquium-submission to the TBLT 
conference. 

3.      All included authors write a 200 word abstract to be submitted to the TBLT 
conference reviewing process by 1 December 2014. 

4.      We will submit the full proposal for the colloquium to the TBLT conference 
reviewing process by 15 December 2014. 

5.      The TBLT conference organisers promise to have the notification of 
acceptance to the 6th International TBLT Conference ready in February 2015. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to get back to us should you have any further questions. We are 
looking forward to an interesting colloquium and invite you to submit your work for our 
consideration. 

Many best wishes, 

Aline Godfroid, Michigan State University, godfroid@msu.edu  and 

Marije Michel, Lancaster University, m.michel@lancaster.ac.uk 

 

  



Eye movements during task-based performance: What can we learn? 

Research using eye-movement registration, or eye tracking, has enjoyed increasing 
interest from researchers in Second Language Acquisition (SLA; e.g., Godfroid, Winke, 
& Gass, 2013 special issue in SSLA). In second language (L2) pedagogy, however, and 
especially in task-based research, many researchers have yet to find their way to the 
methodology. A reason for the lack of TBLT studies with eye tracking may be the 
perceived mismatch between the focus on authentic, ecologically valid classroom 
studies advocated by the task-based approach, on the one hand, and the emphasis on 
experimental control in laboratory-based eye-movement research, on the other. 

 In this colloquium, we intend to explore how, when and why eye tracking can be used in 
a task-based environment. We bring together researchers who have adopted this 
methodology when investigating different aspects of task-based performance (e.g., 
reading, writing, speaking, listening) in various contexts (e.g., assessment, computer 
mediated communication) using different eye movement measures (e.g., heat maps, 
scan paths, fixation times). We highlight the potential for cross-fertilization between a 
methodology and a research area; that is, we show how introducing eye tracking in task-
based research can innovate both the ways in which eye tracking is used and the types 
of questions asked in TBLT. Specific topics to be addressed are what types of analyses 
can be performed on TBLT eye-tracking data and whether there is a place for eye 
tracking in the classroom. This colloquium aims at demonstrating the various 
applications of eye tracking in task-based pedagogy and seeks to stimulate the 
discussion on how eye-movement registration can contribute to the TBLT research 
agenda.	  


